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available, with photos in digital format.The Editors would 
like to thank everyone who contributed to this issue.
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Chairman’s Report July ‘18

I suspect that the ten gentlemen who gathered to found this Association in 1897 would be surprised to learn that 120 years 
later it has become part of our county heritage, honoured by His Royal Highness the Duke of Kent becoming our Patron 
and the Lord Lieutenant Viscount de L’Isle our President.  We are also one of the affiliates of HMS Kent.  I feel a sense of 
gratitude to those gentlemen and to each and every one of my predecessors for ensuring our continued existence.

It has been an interesting year for me after becoming the Treasurer of Chislehurst & North-West Kent and representing 
them as the “new boy” on the restructured Management Committee making many new friends around the county. The 
committee got quickly into action working to make the change in structure as seamless as possible.  My role of working 
on the database put me into contact with all the branches who have helped bring it back into good order.  Trying to give 
an exact count of members at any given moment is like shooting at a moving target.  The sense of teamwork has been 
strengthened by committee members taking individual responsibility for specific areas and we have settled into a good 
routine.

Before deciding to offer myself to be elected, my wife Lorna and I visited several branch events, Whitstable’s Blessing of 
the Waters, Medway Duck Race and the St George’s Day Dinner in Deal and were warmly welcomed as ordinary visiting 
members.  

I hope that this element Branch and County social life continues to grow.

Invicta

Robin Broughton
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Tunstall Village Hall, splendidly set amongst open countryside on the edge of the village, was the chosen venue for this 
the first solely ‘branch’ organised AGM. This being the first such occasion to be held since the establishment of the new 
Management Committee, a degree of concern for its smooth running was inevitable – however, all such thoughts were 
unfounded with a well- organised meeting leading on to an excellent lunch.

The County Chairman David Woodnott duly welcomed our honoured guest and Association President Lord De L’Isle to the 
meeting along with a grand total of seventy six members.  The presentation to Lord De L’Isle of the long-lost President’s 
regalia and badge of office was warmly welcomed by all.  Lord De L’Isle went on to thank the County Chairman who then 
briefly outlined the recent history, restoration and updating of the treasured item.

The presentation of the Membership Cup to Sittingbourne branch by Lord De L’Isle for an outstanding increase of 29 new 
members was seen as an indication of the Association’s new spirit.   In total 56 were added to the county membership list – 
a truly promising achievement.

The President in his speech centred on the forthcoming celebrations marking the  end of WW1 with a Drumhead Service 
at the Spitfire Cricket Ground in Canterbury on Sept 23rd to which free tickets will be available on line.  Mention was then 
made of the efforts of volunteers in the County and the Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service, set up in 2002 as recognition 
of achievements in this area.  Lord De L’Isle concluded by saying that following Brexit the County will be in a good strategic 
position to lead the way into the new European and world markets.  The County Chairman thanked Lord De L’Isle for his 
speech and support of the Association over the years, stirring  warm applause and thanks from the membership. 
The AGM proper now began with Roy Underdown V.P in the chair, who quickly dispensed with the initial items of the 
agenda – apologies were accepted with the minutes of the 119th AGM being agreed and accepted without incident.  The 
County Chairman’s Annual report, outlining the year’s achievements was then delivered along with his personal thanks to 
all those who believed that a lasting future was a possibility. This was met with warm approval from the floor.                                                      
The Hon Treasurer, John Kingsmell then proceeded to proffer the Annual Financial Report which being well explained was 
duly welcomed and accepted by the membership. The election of Officers thankfully confirmed the status- quo with the 
one change that the Rev Mark Hurley, vicar of St Peter and St Paul, Swanscombe had agreed to become Hon Chaplain of 
the Association.

The County Chairman then invited the Chairman elect Robin Broughton to accept the chain of office with his 
congratulations and best wishes for the future.  Robin then spoke of his joy at having the opportunity to serve in this way 
with a promise to continue the work begun over recent years. He was warmly applauded and thanked for taking on the 
role.

The Chairman of the meeting, Roy Underdown then presented a Vice President’s badge to the outgoing County Chairman 
who spoke briefly of his pleasure and honour of his time as Chairman and as Deputy over the preceding year.  The meeting 
concluded in a spirit of anticipation of things to come, the future now looking brighter and more secure than might have 
been dared thought possible.

After a short break whilst the dining room was set up, the lunch presented, savoured and enjoyably devoured, a feeling of 
satisfaction pervaded sealing the pattern of today’s arrangements as worthy of being established as a workable option for 
the future. 

David Woodnott VP
Secretary, Whitstable

120th Association AGM News Round Up 2018

Left to right:   ‘Presentation of regalia to Lord De L’Isle’  ,  ‘Hand over to Robin Broughton’.
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T/Major William Philip SIDNEY VC

We in the Association of Men of Kent & Kentish Men are proud to have as our patron, the
gallant occupant of Penshurst Place, the Lord de L’Isle, but members are possibly less aware of the
derring do of his possibly even more distinguished father. William Philip Sidney was born in Chelsea on 
23 May 1909, the only son, of William Sidney,  5th Baron de L’Isle and Dudley. He was educated at Eton 
College and Magdalene College, Cambridge, although he was apparently more interested in sports 
and the Officers’ Training Corps than academic matters. On coming down from Cambridge in 1929 he 
was commissioned in the Grenadier Guards’ Supplementary Reserve (similar to the Territorial Army) 
but continued to work in the City of London as a chartered accountant. He developed a great love of 
country life and, in his spare time, liked nothing more than to help his father manage the extensive 
family estates at Penshurst, and at Inglesby Manor in Yorkshire.

When the Second World War broke out in 1939, William Sidney held the rank of captain and,
joining his regiment, served with the British Expeditionary Force in France, being one of the last to
be taken off the beach at Dunkirk in May 1940 under heavy air attack. Very soon after his return to
London he married Jacqueline Vereker, the only daughter of the Viscount Gort VC, under whose
command he had served in France. This union produced four daughters and a son – the latter to
become our patron.

The so-called ‘phoney war’ was spent training in commando tactics, following which his
regiment was posted to North Africa. He held the rank of Temporary Major and was in command of
a company of the 5 th Battalion of the Grenadier Guards when they landed on the Anzio beachhead in
Italy on 22 January 1944. This landing, commanded by the American General John P Lucas, was
conceived to outflank the German forces and open the way for an attack on Rome. The success of an
amphibian landing at this point, in a marshy basin surrounded by mountains, depended entirely on
the element of surprise and the swiftness with which the invaders could move, relative to the time
needed for the defenders to react and occupy the mountains thus entrapping the invaders.
Unfortunately, General Lucas appears to have failed to appreciate this requirement and, following a
virtually unopposed landing and occupation of the general area, he decided to consolidate and dig in
pending the arrival of reinforcements and further supplies. A jeep patrol actually reached the
outskirts of Rome without meeting any resistance but, despite this news, General Lucas failed to
push on and threw away the element of surprise, giving the enemy commander, General Kesselring,
the opportunity to move every spare unit he had into the ring around the beachhead. As a result,
instead of enjoying a walkover, the invading troops were met with fierce resistance. In the words of
Winston Churchill, ‘We hoped to land a wildcat that would tear out the bowels of the Boche.
Instead, we have stranded a vast, beached whale with its tail flopping about in the water.’ After a
month General Lucas was relieved of his command and replaced by General Truscott.
The two-week period following the successful landings was of critical importance to the
success or otherwise of the Anzio beachhead. The Germans attacked one British division with units
from six different divisions, resulting in ferocious localised hand-to-hand battles. Every inch of
ground had to be fought for in a dogged and stubborn manner; the Carroceto-Buonriposo bridge
was particularly important.

During the night of 7/8 February Major Sidney was commanding a company of Grenadier
Guards, on the left of the battalion headquarters in a gully to the south-west of the Carroceto
bridge. German infantry had made a strong assault near Major Sidney’s company and managed to
penetrate into the wadi. Major Sidney gathered up some of his men and personally led an attack,
using hand grenades and Tommy guns, and drove the Germans out of the gully. He then ordered
the three-inch mortar crew back to resume firing their mortar while he and a handful of other
soldiers manned positions on the edge of the gully in order to repel any further attack.
This small detachment succeeded in keeping most of the enemy out but a few enemy troops
managed to reach a ditch just twenty yards in front of the defending guardsmen which would enable
them to outflank the defence. In full view and completely exposed Major Sidney dashed forward to
a point from which he could engage the enemy with his Tommy gun at point-blank range. He killed a
number of them and the remainder rapidly withdrew.

T/Major William Philip SIDNEY VC
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Returning to the gully, Major 
Sidney kept two guardsmen with 
him and sent the rest back for more 
ammunition and hand-grenades. 
It was during this absence that the 
enemy suddenly renewed their 
attack and a grenade struck and 
injured the major’s face before 
bouncing off and exploding. 
Both the major and one of the 
guardsmen were injured and 
the other man was killed. Single-
handed and despite a further 
painful wound to the thigh, Major 
Sidney kept the enemy at bay until 
the ammunition party returned and 
drove the enemy off.

Once he was satisfied that no 
further attacks were likely, Major 
Sidney started to make his way 
to the aid post to have his wound 
dressed but, before this could be 
done, there was another attack on 
his position. He at once returned to 
the scene and continued to fight 
off the enemy for another hour, by 
which time the battalion’s position 
was consolidated and the Germans 
finally driven off. Only then, weak 
from loss of blood and scarcely able 
to walk, did Major Sidney consent 
to have his wounds attended to. With the coming of daylight it was anticipated that he would be able 
to move to the rear for proper medical attention but fighting continued along the front and it was not 
possible to evacuate him until that night. Nevertheless, throughout this time and in considerable pain, 
Major Sidney continued to encourage and inspire those around him. His action the previous night, 
in the face of considerable odds, enabled the battalion to re-establish its position with far-reaching 
consequences for the battle as a whole.

Major Sidney’s wounds were such that he was invalided out of the army and transferred to
the regular army reserve before receiving the Victoria Cross at the hands of King George VI in
October 1944. This was accompanied by a piece of VC ribbon taken from the tunic of his father-in-
law, Lord Gort.

In June 1945 he succeeded to the peerage on the death of his father and entered the House
of Lords as the 6 th Baron de L’Isle and Dudley. Although active in the Lords, he also worked in the
City of London and spent a great deal of time maintaining and improving his country seat and
gardens at Penshurst Place, the former home of his Elizabethan forebear, Sir Philip Sidney.
When the Conservatives were returned to power in 1951, Viscount de L’Isle and Dudley was
appointed Secretary of State for Air by Churchill and showed his determination to be a ‘hands-on’
appointee by learning to fly and becoming the first air minister to fly a jet aircraft (a Canberra).
During his tenure, the Royal Air Force more than doubled in strength.
In January 1956 he was created the first Viscount de L’Isle, dropping the ‘Dudley’ from his
title, and in August 1961 was appointed the last English Governor-General of Australia. He returned
to England in September 1965 and set up home at Penshurst Place.

Viscount de L’Isle, ‘a brave and distinguished nobleman’ (The Independent, 13 April 1991),
died at his beloved Penshurst Place on 5 April 1991, being survived by his second wife and the five
children from his first marriage. His son, Major Philip John Algernon Sidney (b. 1945) succeeded to
the title and the rest, as they say, is history.

Roy Ingleton



KENT HONOURS LIST 
HM The Queen’s 2018 New Year Honours 

Most Excellent Order of the British Empire 

 
Commander (CBE) 

 
Officer (OBE) 

 
Member (MBE) 

 
Medallist (BEM) 

Mr Howard RIDDLE 
(Bethersden) 

Ms Sarah ALEXANDER 
(Tunbridge Wells) 

Mr Robert BAGLEY 
(Canterbury) 

Mrs Sandra BOOER 
(Dartford) 

Mr David STEPHENS 
(Tunbridge Wells) 

Mr Nicholas DRINKAL 
(Dover) 

Ms Karyn DUNNING 
(Deal) 

Mrs Wendy DAWS 
(Rochester) 

 Mr Ian EDWARDS 
(Brenchley) 

Mrs Carolyn MCVITTIE 
(Ashford) 

Mrs Anne FORBES 
(Ashford) 

 Mr Joseph HOLNESS QPM 
(Folkestone) 

 Dr Norman WFB HILL 
(Hythe) 

 Mr Ralph HOULT 
(Ramsgate) 

 Mrs Alison REYNOLDS 
(Faversham) 

 Ms Stephanie KARPETAS 
(Folkestone) 

 Mr John THOMPSON 
(Dover) 

 Ms Samenua SESHER 
(Folkestone) 

  

HM The Queen’s 2018 Birthday Honours 

Most Excellent Order of the British Empire 

 
Commander (CBE) 

 
Officer (OBE) 

 
Member (MBE) 

 
Medallist (BEM) 

Mrs Brenda TRENOWDEN 
(Sevenoaks) 

Dr Michael BAKER 
(Broadstairs) 

Mrs Beverley AITKEN 
(Margate) 

Marina JEFFREY-WATSON 
(Birchington) 

 Mr Roger BOURNE 
(Rochester) 

Mr Richard ASH 
(Maidstone) 

Mr Ewen KELLAS 
(Horsmonden) 

 Mr Simon DENEGRI 
(Tunbridge Wells) 

Mr Christopher BATTEN 
(Tonbridge) 

Mrs Diana KNOX 
(Sevenoaks) 

 Mrs Clare HORROCKS 
(Maidstone) 

Mr Derek DREHER 
(Hartley) 

Mrs Dorothy McGOVERN 
(Folkestone) 

 Mr Richard OLDFIELD 
(Sittingbourne) 

Mrs Rachelle FREEGUARD 
(Rochester) 

Mrs Rosemary PHILLIPS 
(Tonbridge) 

 Mrs Cathleen REEVES 
(Gillingham) 

Mr William HEWSON 
(Hythe) 

Dr Agimol PRADEEP 
(Ashford) 

 Mr Darren STYLES 
(Cowden) 

Mr Nur-ur-Rahman KHANDAKER 
(Aylesford) 

 

 Mrs Agnes WYLIE 
(Sittingbourne) 

Mr Guy MAGINN 
(Deal) 

 

  Mr William McKNIGHT 
(Ramsgate) 

 

  Dr John RIBCHESTER 
(Whitstable) 

 

  Mrs Christine RICHARDS 
(Maidstone) 

 

  Ms Barbara SCHONHOFER (WELCH) 
(Tenterden) 

 

  Dr Farnaaz SHARIEF 
(Chatham) 

 

  Mr Jagdev Singh VIRDEE 
(Gravesend) 

 

Kent Honours List 2018
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How many of you know this?

It is accepted that the Patron Saint of Kent is St Augustine, the founder of the English church and first Archbishop of 
Canterbury. St Augustine landed at the Isle of Thanet in AD597, having been sent by Pope Gregory I to convert King 
Ethelbert and his kingdom of Kent from Anglo Saxon paganism. Luckily Queen Bertha was a Christian and one presumes 
she influenced King Ethelbert to convert, and when he did so he gave Augustine land on which to build a monastery of St 
Peter and Paul, which later became known as St Augustine’s Abbey.

The legend of Augustine coming to Kent was related by the monk Bede some 140 years after his arrival.

St Augustine’s day, also known as the Kent County Day is May 26th, which is the day of the year when St Augustine died – 
so, this year how did you celebrate our Kent County Day?

So, does anyone know:

When did St Augustine first become the Patron Saint of Kent?
Who or what body made the appointment?
 

Cantium.

St. Augustine, Patron Saint of Kent

Association Tie      £15. 00
Association Bow Tie     £16.50

Association Lapel Badge                 £ 8.50

We are currently identifying a supplier to provide us with Ladies Invicta Brooches
Items can be ordered from Muriel Jennings at murieljennings@outlook.com

Pricelist of Association Items
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Canterbury Branch Report

The Canterbury branch has been as busy as ever.

2018 began with a Speaker’s Meeting in January when Melanie Gibson-
Barton took us ‘Wandering on the Somme”.  With clear slides depicting 
the movements of First World War troops from Folkestone to France, and 
photographs taken of the British war graves at various sites around the 
Somme, the story brought home the real horror of warfare in those times 
and the enormous toll of life taken from all sides.

A lively session followed as the audience recalled stories that had been told 
to them and they remembered again visits they had made to the area in the 
past.  

February told its own story, as the Beast from the East put paid to our scheduled lunch at Canterbury Golf Club – but all was 
not lost – we arranged a ‘replacement’ meal in sunnier June!

March brought added interest with a coach trip to London to visit the new Postal Museum at Mount Pleasant.  Twenty-
seven of us set out on a very cold and windy Sunday morning, picking up our City and Village Tours Blue Badge guide on 
the way to the Museum of London for coffee.  There was time to see some of the exhibits in the Museum before our guide 
took us on a walking tour of the area, pointing out buildings with Royal Mail connections: We visited Postman’s Park where 
we saw a wall of plaques commemorating men, women and some children who, during the 19th and 20th centuries, had 
sacrificed their own lives to save others; some of the tales were very touching.

The name ‘Royal Mail’ goes back to the time of Henry VIII, who needed a secure means of sending his letters.  The system 
wasn’t extended to the rest of the population for quite some time and when eventually a charge was introduced, it was the 
recipient of the letters who paid and not the sender.  Rowland Hill had the idea of introducing a pre-paid postage stamp, 
the cost of which was based on the weight of the envelope and not the distance it travels.  That still exists today within the 
UK, so that a letter posted in Canterbury will be charged the same whether it is to go to the north of Scotland or a few miles 
to Sturry.

A Victorian post box, painted green and still in use, is near Rowland Hill’s statue.  We were told all boxes were originally 
green but people living in country areas complained that they had difficulty finding their nearest post box because it 
blended in too well with the surroundings!  That is why we have red post boxes today.

We then drove to Exmouth Market for lunch before taking the very short trip to the Postal Museum where we had 
time to explore the exhibits at leisure.  The highlight of the day was a trip on the underground Mail Rail.  An interesting 
commentary explained the history and workings of the now-defunct rail.  A fascinating experience!  The day had proved 
most enjoyable and after a welcome cup of tea back at the Museum, we set off for home.

ROUND & ABOUT THE COUNTY
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Canterbury’s Annual Meeting was held in April and Chairman Tricia Shephard updated us on the many changes that had 
occurred over the past year and members voted to accept the new rule book.   Canterbury Committee members were re-
elected en bloc. 

It was a busy afternoon as we were delighted to welcome Jan Leandro, Head of Learning and Participation at Canterbury 
Cathedral, as our guest speaker.  She brought us up to date with current activities at the Cathedral and explained the 
complicated and lengthy procedures for making the English Heritage Lottery Fund grant application. The eventual sums 
raised from various sources amounted to £24.7 million for “The Canterbury Journey”.  We could not fail to be impressed by 
the developments in the pipeline which will result in new Exhibition spaces, a Welcome Centre and a Community Centre.  
We just need to be patient for a few more years!

Members had plenty of questions for Jan and we could have gone on much longer, but there were also important matters 
to pursue with the customary ‘end of year’ distribution of £250 cheques to four local charities.  The monies had been raised 
throughout the year.  As they received the gifts from Branch President, Muriel Jennings, representatives from the chosen 
local charities (The Lord Mayor of Canterbury’s Christmas Gift Fund, The Lady Mayoress’ Charity, The Canterbury Recorder 
and Canterbury Umbrella Centre) were able to tell members a little about their organisations and we were pleased to know 
that the donations were appreciated and all felt reassured that they would be put to good use locally.

Seventeen members went on the Spring holiday to Torquay at the end of April. Weather from the outset was hard to predict 
and so there were anxious moments in deciding what to pack and thick and woolly items seemed to be the preferred 
option…. But how forecasts can change!  The rain stopped almost as soon as we reached Devon – just one minor shower 
the next day   – then blue skies all the way.

The days were filled with an outing to Buckfast Abbey and to the village of Cockering (memories of a very steep hill – but 
also of delicious Devon teas); a boat trip from Totnes along the River Dart to Dartmouth, and a coach tour taking in the 
breath-taking sights of Dartmoor.  

Jan Leandro  with Branch Chairman Tricia Shephard  (April Meeting) , Cardiff Castle (about to embark along the River Dart 
to Dartmouth)

Morning coffee at Widecombe Green,  On our travels (about  to board the coach)



Members had been disappointed when their February lunch at the Canterbury Golf Club had to be cancelled because of 
the arrival of the snows!  It was decided that we should “Try again”.  As a result forty members enjoyed a delicious 3 course 
lunch and the weather was at least a little more auspicious!    The meal and excellent service were enjoyed by all and, of 
course, the inevitable raffle master-minded by Branch Chairman, Tricia Shephard, caused many of those present to return 
home more laden than when they arrived!

On a fine Summer’s evening, around thirty-five members of the County Association met at Nackington Barn to enjoy their, 
now traditional, celebration of the Summer with a Party. In the past this has even been accompanied by thunderstorms, 
so it was a great relief that everything lived up to the “Summery” name this year.  Branch Chairman Tricia Shephard and 
President Muriel Jennings welcomed special guests, Jeanette Stockley (Sheriff of Canterbury) and her husband and also the 
newly installed Chairman of the Association of Men of Kent and Kentish Men, Robin Broughton.  Three members from the 
Medway branch were also present.  It was not an evening for formality, but conversation flowed and everyone enjoyed the 
buffet of cheese, pate and bread and nibbles provided by the Canterbury committee.  A selection of homemade desserts 
was, as it were – “the icing on the cake”. 

With just over half the year gone we still have activities planned for the coming months and look forward to meeting up 
with our members at the trips and parties still to come.  Be there!  

Canterbury branch members supported the Association’s Spring Lunch at Faversham and the AGM and its Lunch at Tunstall.  
It is good to gain a wider perspective of the Association’s activities and gives us all the opportunity of meeting those who 
are serving on the new Management Committee.  This year there was the added pleasure of welcoming our President, the 
Viscount De L’Isle,  and hearing his words of encouragement and support.

We look forward to many more such encounters!

Sheila Cragg
Canterbury Branch

(First Picture) - Ian Stockley (husband of the Sheriff), Jeanette Stockley (Sheriff of Canterbury), the newly installed Chairman 
of the Association of Men of Kent and Kentish Men, Robin Broughton, Canterbury Branch President Muriel Jennings and 
Branch Chairman Tricia Shephard.   (Other Pictures) - Canterbury members attending various association activities.
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In order to give an account of our recent meetings, I have been recalling the pleasure I have personally received from them;  
making an educated guess I would suppose that would be true of all our members who attended. 

In February we visited the British Library and were given an informal talk by Kevin Mehmet MBE  on some of the priceless 
books stored there.

In March we held our Spring lunch at The Crown Chislehurst, a popular local pub, we had a good attendance despite the 
snow! We were joined by new members and this gave us a good opportunity to get to know each other and proved a very 
enjoyable occasion.

Our April Meeting was a guided walk to the Charterhouse in London by Bill Simpson. This is a most impressive building 
situated by Smithfields just outside the walls of the City of London. It dates back to medieval times and has had a 
fascinating history ever since. As usual, we are truly indebted to Bill for bringing the Charterhouse alive in a most 
interesting way.

This year our concert given by the Eltham Park PSA Orchestra was held at Chislehurst Methodist Church. The concert 
included two soloists who were superb, which together with the orchestra gave us an afternoon of excellent music.

Every June, Chislehurst holds its fair which takes place on the village green. Our AMKKM branch was instrumental in setting 
this up many years’ ago. This year the weather was glorious and we were thrilled that many new people came along and 
signed up as members.

We are very much looking forward to our coach trip to Sandwich in a couple of weeks time.

Andrew Williams

Chislehurst & NW Kent Branch Report
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Deal & Walmer Branch

One of our events which was our very aptly named a Winter Warmer on the 2 nd March, turned out to be very appropriately 
named, it snowed on this day and virtually bought the County to a standstill! 

Unfortunately because of the dreadful weather, snow and freezing rain, the numbers became somewhat reduced, on 
Wednesday morning we had 25 booked for lunch - by 11.30 on Friday this had been reduced to 8! A fabulous feast of Steak 
&amp; Kidney Puddings supplied by Rooks The Butchers along with mash, cabbage, carrots and wonderful gravy, followed 
by stuffed baked apples kept the cold at bay and sustained us for a few days of jolly cold weather. We were delighted that 
David sat down to eat with us too, always a good sign to see the Licensee eating with you – David was an absolute star, he 
only charged us for the people that were able to attend and a very enjoyable time was had by all. 

We had a re-run on Friday 25 th May when we had a much better turnout of 30, we were delighted to welcome our County 
Chairman David and his wife Sharon, the weather was better and the food was equally delicious as the first time round! A 
very successful lunch was enjoyed and we will be making this a regular feature of the Deal &amp; Walmer Branch’s Diary of 
Events.

Winter Warmer At The Saracen

2018 Zeebrugge Raid Service

 A commemoration of the 100th anniversary of the Zeebrugge Raid in 1918 took place at the Cross of Sacrifice at St James; 
Cemetery in Dover on St George’s Day April23rd. Present at this very special occasion were the CGRM Maj Gen C R Stickland 
OBE , AND Admiral of The Fleet Lord Boyce KG GCB OBE DL, and members of the Royal Marines Band Collingwood, who 
also supplied the bugler for the ‘Last Post’ and ‘Reveille’. Many wreaths were laid by the large number of people attending, 
which included those from our MP Charlie Elphicke, Town Mayors from around Kent, local dignitaries, representatives from 
Belgium and Germany and several from relatives of those lost on that day so long ago. The Deal Branch wreath was laid by 
Carol Stickler.

On completion of the service we were all returned to the Town Centre by coach, and the full Royal Marine Band marched 
from the Market Square, followed by a company of serving Royal Navy personnel from HMS Somerset and River Class 
Boats Trumpeter, Scimitar and Ranger, then came The Standards followed by all of the dignitaries and guests. The parade 
marched to the Town Hall, where a further short service was held, and the Commemorative Bell which used to hang at the 
end of The Mole where fierce fighting took place, and was presented to Dover by the people of Zeebrugge as a memorial to 
those lost, was sounded eight times.

Following this service, a reception was held in the Connaught room in the Town Hall.
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Royal Marines Heritage Trail opening

A very special event took place in Deal on the afternoon of Monday 23rd April 2018, St George’s Day. After many years in 
the planning, the Royal Marines Heritage Trail was officially opened.

The afternoon started at 1500hrs when the Band of Her Majesty’s Royal Marines Collingwood, marched from the South 
Barracks housing estate, followed by a Company of serving Royal Marines from 42 Commando RM, in full Blues, wearing 
Pith Helmets and carrying rifles. They marched through the Jubilee Gates onto the Main Road leading to Walmer and Deal 
town. The march and what followed on that sunny afternoon was watched by many thousands of residents, visitors and 
hundreds of children, who had been let out of school early to watch the event, and which brought back so many memories 
of yesteryear when the Royal marines were based in Deal.

The march continued to Deal Castle and formed up alongside a parade of some fifty former Royal Marines, many RMA and 
other standards – including our own Deal and Walmer branch standard carried by John Hardy were in attendance, along 
with a very smartly turned out party of former Wrens, RM Cadets and Sea Cadets from several local units.

The Royal Marine Heritage Trail was then officially opened by the Commandant General Royal Marines Maj Gen C R 
Stickland OBE. This was followed by an inspection of all those on parade by the CGRM and Admiral of The Fleet Lord Boyce 
KG GCB OBE DL, and Lord De L’Isle.

On completion of the inspection the complete parade exercised their Freedom of Deal, granted to them in 1945, by 
marching through Deal with ‘Bayonets fixed’ and ‘Flags flying’, along the promenade to Deal Pier, where the salute was 
taken. The parade then continued through the town centre and was dismissed at the Town Hall.

A wonderful occasion for Deal, the Branch and our Royal Marines, and we thank Bill Butler for all his hard work in making 
this day happen.

Armed Forces Day 24th June 2018

This year’s celebration of our Armed Forces took place at 11am on Sunday 24th June 2018 and was held on the apron of 
Deal Pier. Deal and Walmer Standard Bearer, Mr John Hardy was once again in attendance with our Branch Standard.

The event took the form of a Drumhead service and was conducted by The Reverend John Lines MBE. Mr Richard Purton 
acted as the Parade Marshall.

The local Dover and Deal MP, Mr Charlie Elphicke, and Dover District Chairman Mrs Sue Chandler supported the event, 
along with councillors from Deal and Sandwich, and many local residents gathered for the service.

The music was provided by the TS Lynx Cadet Band and Deal Brass Academy Band.

The Last Post and Reveille was sounded by RM ‘Pastie’ Cornish, and the service was well supported by members of our local 
Sea and Army cadets.

On completion of the service a short march took place along the promenade, with the salute taken by the Worshipful Town 
Mayor of Deal, Cllr Nick Tomaszewski.

Many thanks to John for attending once again with our Branch Standard, and many thanks to Judy who always ensures 
John’s attendance at the appointed time – much appreciated.



Spring 2018

 In January the intended speaker cancelled at short notice. Unfortunately he is a popular speaker locally, and we had to turn 
away a number of visitors.

The Branch AGM was held in February, chaired by the Mayor of Faversham, Cllr Shiela Campbell. This was followed by a slide 
show of the coach trip to the i360 in Brighton, and the Thames river trip held in 2017.

The speaker in March was Lenny Clark, who gave a interesting talk about Canterbury Cathedral where he is a guide. He 
knows the Cathedral and it’s precinct very well.

 Faversham Branch hosted the Association Spring Lunch on Friday 13th April. This was held ay the West Faversham 
Community Centre, and was attended by 53 members, including the Mayor of Faversham and the officers of the 
Association together with people from most of the Branches. This was organised by Anne Salmon and Trevor Payne. There 
was a particularly large raffle with many donated prizes, and the event generated a small profit. All agreed that the venue 
and the food were very good and that the staff had been very helpful.

 Anne Salmon
Secretary, Faversham Branch

Faversham Branch

I began my last report by expressing wonder at what 2018 
might bring, and now here we are well into the New Year – 
and what a year it has been weather-wise! After a decidedly 
soggy Spring, Summer arrived with a vengeance with a 
heatwave rivalling that of 1976. Not that any of this has a 
marked effect on the activities of the Maidstone Branch. 
Once more hiring the Town Hall for our meetings, following 
a trial at a different venue, we had hoped we were now firmly ensconced at the Town Hall but we have been warned that 
this facility might not be available in the future, this makes forward planning somewhat difficult, especially for our Speaker 
Secretary but we will just have to wait and see what transpires.

The talks so far given at our monthly coffee mornings have been very well received, as was the Cheese & Wine lunch, 
followed by a most enjoyable guided visit to St Peter’s Village, where we met a number of ‘residents’ from years gone by 
who kept us amused with their tales of the village’s history. Well worth a visit.

The next few moths will see more interesting talks given at coffee mornings and – dare I mention it – the Christmas Lunch!. 
Looking even further ahead, our plans for the Association’s Spring Lunch are well on the way, thanks to our indefatigable 
Chairman. It’s all go !

Roy Ingleton

Maidstone Branch
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The change to bi-annual editions of the magazine really challenges the brain cells! Last December we were entertained by 
Paul Harris from The Criterion Music Hall in Blue Town, Sheerness, who talked about the history of the pantomime, strongly 
laced with anecdotes from his time on the boards doing pantomime around the country. The appreciative audience 
thoroughly enjoyed his talk – and the delicious buffet laid on.
January saw another of the Secretary’s fiendishly easy quizzes. With several teams from both Medway and Whitstable 
branches as well as a large cohort of Sittingbourne masochists, the hall was full to bursting and a very competitive evening 
was only won by a tie breaker at the very end. The fish and chip supper went down well, and the raffle did a roaring trade. 
An excellent evening all round.
We were transported from Kent’s winter season to The Magic of the Middle East when Ann Hall visited us in February. Fully 
costumed, Ann and one of her trainees entertained us with a range of Middle Eastern dances – even encouraging two of 
our braver Lady members to join in! – and explained the background to the development of the dances. After Morris Men 
last year we are definitely developing a regular dance theme , perhaps hip-hop next year ?!
The plans for our AGM this year and the items for discussion were so interesting that 44 of our members turned out in 
March – or was it the Cheese & Wine supper that attracted them? Amazingly, not only did we elect a full set of officers, but 
two brave volunteers joined our committee, now we just need to train them up so that we can retire!
Melanie Gibson-Barton visited us in April and gave us a fascinating illustrated talk on the city of Bruges, which fortunately 
didn’t completely ignore the city’s chocolate reputation. The very apposite photographs and the very informative 
commentary were so beguiling we decided that we would organise a trip to Bruges in 2019 – watch this space!

Our Summer season was well and truly started in May by the visit of Neil Arnold who was most entertaining and amusing 
when he spoke to us about the Big Cats in Kent. Having spent much of his youngish life researching sightings and other 
evidence of big cat activity in Kent, he was so engaging and believable that several left the hall to return to their cars with 
some trepidation and much more care than usual. May also saw our awayday to Le Touquet when a coach full of members 
and friends – including several of our Medway branch friends – enjoyed a very pleasant and smooth day in Paris-Le-Plage. 
Scotland & Bates provided their usual excellent coach service and I did hear some members managed to include some 
sightseeing as well as a somewhat extended lunch!
Our Branch preparations for our annual defeat to Faversham in the Woodgate Shield included a lovely Bat & Trap afternoon 
in June at Grove End, the home of our President. The sun shone, the wine flowed, the buffet disappeared and the sound 
of bat on ball – or the groans when it didn’t – all contributed to a very cheerful and friendly occasion. Congratulations to 
Hedley Chapman and Jackie Cullen who won the respective Men’s and Ladies trophies.

Gerry Wetherell

Sittingbourne & Milton Branch

The Branch AGM was held on 23rd March and was attended by our small group of enthusiastic supporters. The existing 
officers and committee members were all re-elected.
Following the AGM those present had a discussion on the future of the branch. It was observed that, although we have a 
good number, many members are quite content to remain members without attending meetings, but do like to receive 
the magazine to read about what is happening both at the branch and around the county. Nonetheless, we would like to 
attract more to our meetings. To do this we also need volunteers to help the committee. One of the suggestions which we 
are following up is to hold regular coffee mornings and we hope to have more news on this in the near future.

Unfortunately 2018 has been tinged with sadness as we said goodbye to one of our stalwart members, Ron Adams. Ron 
was a very well liked and respected member of our AMKKM Branch and both Penny, my late sister, and I appreciated his 
help and advice over many years. Penny always spoke fondly of him when she assisted him in his role as Social Secretary 
of the Branch. More recently he was most encouraging when we set about reviving the Branch, and his quietly spoken 
observations were always a calming influence if issues became heated. Ron’s knowledge of Kent and it’s history was 
extensive and came into good effect on the wider scene when he represented the Branch on the Council of the Association 
Ron’s popularity was reflected at his funeral when it was ‘standing room only’, and everyone present enjoyed the eulogy 
given by John Richman. I know I speak for all members of the Branch when I say that his presence at our events will be 
greatly missed.

Bernard Thompson
Branch Chairman

Tonbridge & Tunbridge Wells Branch



We began 2018 with an evening of fine Italian cuisine and music at the Montalbano restaurant in Tenterden. Members and 
their guests enjoyed both the food and the mix of music, popular and classical, provided by a young and talented Italian 
tenor. We even managed to have a good number of people dancing to the music by the end of the evening.
In February we held our annual quiz at St. Mildred’s church hall in Tenterden. Seven teams competed in the event run by 
Ray Lancaster with much help from members of his family. In a close fought contest the winning team was made up of Jim 
and MaryLyn Weaver, Phil Auden and Jo Gandolfo, Mike and Susan Winiberg.
In March over thirty of our members attended a good old fashioned pantomime at the Brick Lane Music Hall, located in 
Silvertown. The event was a matinee on the final day of the pantomime season. The food and the entertainment were 
thoroughly enjoyed by all who attended. It is the second time we have visited Brick Lane and we may look to go there 
again in the future.

In April our annual AGM was held at Chart Hills golf course. Our Chairman, Rennie Halstead, stood down as Chairman after 
five years in office. He was thanked for the services he has provided over this period, which has seen a strong growth in the 
membership numbers. He and his wife Barbara were presented with gifts as a token of the appreciation of the members. 
Greg Parkin was chosen as the new Chairman, and Therese Withersby as Treasurer.
May brought us our annual spring walk, again organised by Ellen Green. This year’s walk took us through the Hothfield 
Common Wildlife Reserve and the beautiful village of Chart Forstal, via woodland and field with stunning views over the 
North Downs to Little Chart. Here we were joined by non-walkers for lunch at the Swan Inn. We then returned via a slightly 
different route back to the car park at Hothfield Common.

In June a garden party was held at the house of our new Chairman Greg Parkin and his wife Carol. Over 40 members 
attended and we were fortunate that the weather stayed fine, although it became a little chilly towards the end of the 
evening. Catering had been purchased from a local Tenterden café.

Greg Parkin
Branch Chairman

Weald Branch
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July 2018    

11th July Medway  Three hour Thames river boat trip from Walton – Includes fish & chip lunch 

12th July Maidstone  Visit to St. Peter’s, Broadstairs 

15th July Sittingbourne  Strawberry Tea at Lynsted 

18th July  Whistable 10.30am Coffee morning, guest speaker (TBA) 

21st July Chislehurst 10.00am Visit to Sandwich – coach will depart from outside Sainsburys in Chislehurst at 10.00am 

21st July Faversham  Coach to Gravesend for cruise on MV Princess Pocahontas, following Thames Sailing 
Barge match 

25th July Canterbury  Afternoon visit to Godington House & gardens 

26th July Whitstable 6.45pm Blessing of the Water at Reeves Beach, followed by Dinner at the Marine Hotel at 
8.00pm 

27th July Maidstone  Mercy Ships – Dr. Gehad Homsey 

27th July Deal & Walmer 7.00pm Fish & Chips on Deal Pier – 7.00pm for 7.30pm start 

 
 

August 2018    

 11th August  County event Tba Bat & Trap final – Woodgate Shield , at The Castle, Oare (Faversham) 

15th August Medway  Kits Coty Garden Party 

18th August Sittingbourne  Postcards in Edwardian England 

18th August Chislehurst 12.00pm Ramble to The Imperial Arms, Chislehurst (lunch at pub) – meet outside Chislehurst 
Methodist Church at noon 

21st August Whitstable     12.00pm Lunch at The Golden Lion with Bat & Trap - lunch at 1.00pm 

23rd August Canterbury  Coach trip, ‘Many Queens of England’, & Clarence House 

31st August Maidstone  Canine Partners – Sarah Fenn 

August – tba Canterbury  Annual Service of Remembrance 

 
 

September 
2018 

   

3rd–7th 
September 

Sittingbourne  Branch holiday to Exmouth tbc 

9th September County event tba Association annual Church Service + Cream tea, at Swanscombe 
11th September Deal & Walmer 1.00pm Autumn lunch – 1.00pm for 1.30pm start 

12th September Medway  Trip to i360, Brighton – lunch at The Thatched Inn, Hassocks 
12th September Canterbury  Coach trip, West Kent with lunch 

15th September Faversham  Coach trip to the Mary Rose Museum in Portsmouth Dockyard 
15th September Chislehurst 10.00am Visit to Chatham Royal Dockyard 1940s Festival Weekend – coach will depart from 

outside Sainsburys Chislehurst at 10.00am 

19th September Whitstable 10.30am Coffee morning, guest speaker tba 

28th September Maidstone  School at war – Mary Smith 

September – 
tba 

Sittingbourne  Autumn lunch at The Tudor Rose - tba 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
2018 Version 5 as of Jan 2018 
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